Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to see the completion of the Community Legal Information Centre (CLIC) Website, which marks the success of one of the most important projects under the China Information Technology & Law Centre, a research centre established jointly by the Faculty of Law and the Department of Computer Science of the University. 

Few will dispute that the Rule of Law and an independent legal system lie at the heart of Hong Kong’s success as an international commercial and financial centre. But the Rule of Law will only be meaningful, and the legal system be useful, if they are accessible to the community at large. Greater access to legal information and legal services will in turn help promote the Rule of Law and justice within the community.

The laws are traditionally perceived as, perhaps not unreasonably, being wrapped up in difficult language which only lawyers and judges can understand. The CLIC website has made a leap in overcoming this hurdle by providing user-friendly information on a wide range of legal topics that have the most relevance to the public. Since the inception of this project in 2004, legal information covering a total of 21 topics can be found on this website. This enables members of the public to have a preliminary understanding of legal provisions before seeking legal advice. Further, members of the public can also find information regarding legal services and legal aid free of charge. 

I have clicked on to CLIC, and find that it contains very useful and practical questions, such as how could I recover outstanding rent from a tenant, or how would the court deal with the matrimonial home or other property in joint name upon divorce, or the recent hot topic on how to make a will, what compensation could a victim in a traffic accident get in a suit for negligence. 
Apart from the substance, greater accessibility is also achieved by formal presentation and technical ingenuity. The simple search method and a high degree of user-friendliness in relation to the information presented have been most welcomed by the public. The content of this website is bilingual and is written in simple language illustrated by daily examples, to enable lay persons who have no legal training to have a preliminary understanding of the law. The information is also presented in the simplest format so that public can access to the same information, regardless of the degree of their computer literacy. 

This event would not be possible without the close partnership of the Department of Justice, which has provided funding assistance and ongoing support. My heartfelt thanks go to the Hon. Mr. Wong Yan Lung, Secretary for Justice and Mr. Ian Wingfield, Solicitor-General. I must also thank Mr. Bob Allcock, the then Solicitor- General who has retired from the Department of Justice early this year, but whose contribution has been instrumental to the success of this project. I must thank our Dean of the Faculty of Law, Professor Johannes Chan, and the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Professor T S Ng, for their vision and support in developing this project. I would also like to thank all members of the Steering Committee who have worked intensively on this project for the past few years:- (1) Mr. Stephen Wong, Ms. Michelle Ainsworth and Ms. Kitty Fung from the Department of Justice; (2) Dr. Kevin Pun, Dr. KP Chow, Ms. Vivien Chan and Ms. Eunice Woo from the Department of Computer Science; (3) Dr. Anne Cheung, Dr. Felix Chan, Mr. Eric Cheung and Mr. Sacha Chiu from the Faculty of Law. Thanks must also go to all government departments and NGOs who have provided their valuable input into this project. 

The CLIC project goes beyond practicality and functionality. It contributes significantly, though perhaps quietly, to public education in terms of enhancing the society’s awareness of justice and fariness, and these  are essential qualities for a civilized, modern society like Hong Kong.  I am pleased that the Faculty of Law has taken up this challenge, and HKU is indeed proud to be the home of this very meaningful project.

Thank you very much ! 
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