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JOHANNES M M CHAN was born and educated in Hong Kong. A graduate of the University of Hong Kong and a Commonwealth Scholar, he obtained his LLM in the United Kingdom and specialized in human rights, constitutional and administrative law. He was called to the Hong Kong Bar in September 1982 and has been a practising barrister since then, his practice in recent years being exclusively in the areas of public law and human rights. He has appeared as counsel in many leading Bill of Rights cases.He was elected as one of the Ten Outstanding Young Persons in Hong Kong in 1995 and received the Human Rights Press Award in 1999. 

Academic and Publication
He joined the University of Hong Kong in 1985, was a Senior Lecturer in 1991, an Associate Professor in 1996, Professor(Reader) in 1998, Head of Department of Law (1999-2002), and Dean of the Faculty of Law (2002-2005) University of Hong Kong. In 1987, he was elected for the Best Teaching Award. He has published widely in both local and international journals. His books include: On the Road to Justice (2000); Hong Kong's Constitutional Debate : Conflict over Interpretation (with Yash Ghai and Fu Hualing, 2000); General Principles of Hong Kong Law (with Albert Chen & others, 1999), Media Law and Practice (with Kenneth Leung, 1995), The Hong Kong Bill of Rights: Two Years Before 1997 (with George Edwards, 1995), The Hong Kong Bill of Rights: A Comparative Approach (with Yash Ghai, 1993), Public Law and Human Rights: A Hong Kong Sourcebook (with Andrew Byrnes, 1993), Human Rights in Hong Kong (1990); Human Rights and the Rule of Law (with Albert Chen, 1987). He is also the founding editor of the Hong Kong Public Law Reports, an editor of Hong Kong Cases and Hong Kong Law Reports and Digests, and one of the two editors of the Bill of Rights Bulletin. For a full list of his publications, see publications. 

International Practice
Mr Chan worked at the secretariat of the European Commission of Human Rights in Strasbourg, France, in 1989, and was an assistant editor to the European Human Rights Reports (1990-1991). He has acted as a trial observer for international organisations in various countries to observe and report on whether such trials have complied with international standards of fair trial. In 1988, 1991 and 1995, he attended the hearing of the United Nations Human Rights Committee in Geneva and New York on the United Kingdom Report on human rights situation in Hong Kong, and briefed the members of the Human Rights Committee on local human rights concern. In 1993, he was appointed to the Committee of Experts by the International Committee of Red Cross, Geneva, to draft and settle an authentic version of the ICRC Guides to the Geneva Convention and Protocol on the Law of War acceptable to both the PRC and Taiwan. He has also assisted various international human rights organisations in preparing their reports on Hong Kong to various United Nations' bodies. 

Public Services 

Mr Chan has served on various Government bodies and committees, including: 

* Law Reform Sub-committee on Privacy (since Nov 2001) 

* Central Policy Unit (1994-96) (The Government's Think Tank) 

* Broadcasting Authority (1996-98)(as well as being member of its Complaints Committee (96-98) and the Committee on the Review of Code of Practice of the Broadcasting Authority (92-98) 

* Management Committee of the Consumer Legal Action Fund, Consumer Council (1998-2002) (Vice-Chairman 2002-2003) 

* Consumer Council (2000-2002) 

* Administrative Appeals Board (1997-2003) 

* Municipal Services Appeals Board (2000-2003) 

* Human Organ Transplant Board (1996-98) 

* Panel of Arbitrators, Labour Relations Ordinance (1/7/96 - 30/6/99) 

* Panel of Legal Advisors of the Office of the Commission for Administrative Complaints (1994-2005) 

* Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education (1992-95) 

* Panel Advisor, Radio and Television of Hong Kong (1993-96) 

* Chief Justice's Working Party on the Use of Chinese in Court Proceedings (1987) 

* Working Party on Youth Policy (1986-87) 

* Law Society's Working Party on the Use of Chinese Language in the Legal Profession (1987-88) 

Mr Chan has also served on many voluntary organizations or professional bodies, including: 

* Hong Kong Press Council 2000-2003 

* Council of the Hong Kong Red Cross (1993-99; 01-02); Advisory Board of the Hong Kong Red Cross (99-02) 

* Advisory Committee, Department of Social Work, Baptist University (1/99- 8/01) 

* Bar Council of the Hong Kong Bar Association (1985-1988, 1991-1993, 1995-2001)(Council Member and Chairman of the Special Committee on Constitutional Affairs and Human Rights (95-98)) 

* Consultant to the Working Group on Reform of the Medical Council (2001) 

* International Law Association, Hong Kong Branch (1987-88, 1990-91)(Hon Secretary) 

* the Executive Council of Justice, the Hong Kong Branch of International Commission of Justice (1992-93) 

* Working Party on Sex and Disability Discrimination, Hong Kong Council for Social Services (1994-98) 

* Research and Development Committee, Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups (1992-96) 

* Founding Member of Human Rights Monitors (1995-99) 

He is or has been Hon Legal Advisors to many voluntary organizations/professional bodies. He has been actively involved in the drafting process of the Basic Law and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights, and is an outspoken commentator on many local human rights issues. 

Publications 

Mr Chan has published extensively in both local and international fora. Together with his colleague Andrew Byrnes, he founded, in 1991, the Hong Kong Public Law Reports, the first private set of law reports in Hong Kong, and has remained one of the two chief editors since then. He has also published, again with his colleague Andrew Byrnes, the Bill of Rights Bulletin since October 1991, a quarterly publication summarising the latest development under the Bill of Rights and other international human rights development. In 2001, he drafted the controversial "Press Council Bill" for the Hong Kong Press Council to establish a statutory media watchdog. 

Download publication list.

