A Report on the Job Interview Workshop for Law Students

Organized by the HKU Law Alumni Association

The Job Interview Workshop organized by the HKU Law Alumni Association was successfully held on Thursday, 29 September 2005.  It was conducted in two parts.  In the first part, the alumni had an interactive discussion with students on the preparation required for an interview and the “Do’s and Don’t’s” techniques.  The second part was a mock interview performed on stage by experienced alumni with law students seeking to apply for traineeship positions in a law firm.  Finally, the observers gave concrete and practical feedbacks to the mock interviewees and participants.

Event

Time:
6:45 – 8:15 pm (Registration started at 6:30 pm and the event ended at 9:00 pm)

Venue:
Rayson Huang Theatre, HKU

Moderator:


Ms Cissy Leung

Mock interviewers:
Mr Kenneth H W Kwok SC





Ms Francoise Lam 

Ms Cleresa Wong

Observers:


Ms Bonnie Chan





Ms Elaine Liu





Ms Felicity Wong

Faculty staff:

Mr Eric Cheung of the Department of PLE

Ms Carol Chen 





Ms Ellie Yung





Ms Rita Wai





Mr Raymond Lam

Advisor:


Ms Lusina Ho of the Department of Law

Participants:
Application was open for all law students, except for Year 1 students.  A total of 67 students attended the Workshop.
Details of the participants are listed as follows:
	Curriculum
	No. of attendees

	LLB 
	17

	Double Degree
	11

	PCLL
	28

	PhD
	2

	Walk-in
	9

	Total
	67


  6 students were selected to be the interviewees in the mock interview.
Feedbacks – Survey on Job Interview Workshop

40 responses were received in our survey.  The feedbacks from the students are in general very positive.

Question: How do you find the Workshop? Any suggestions for improvements?

1. Very useful and effective. The format is very good and the alumni have provided us with very comprehensive and critical information.

2. Thank you for the effort of organizing such a practical workshop. The workshop is well-organized and it has well achieved its purpose.

3. The workshop is useful. Can comment more on the content of answers given and the technique to answer certain type of questions. 

4. I find the workshop useful in providing practical tips for interview. I think it may be useful if a demonstration could be arranged to show how some experienced practitioners to handle the interviews, eg. on how to answer the difficult questions.

5. It’s a great opportunity to observe students attending interviews and performing. I guess I am, at the time of observing, also reviewing my previous interviews. It’s also a chance for me to revise on what I can say and in what way I can present myself well. The advice is really useful and I am sure all of us have benefited. However, I don’t find the first session useful because most of the part or points covered were kind of common interview skills. Instead perhaps it can deal with more particular interview skills or questions on legal field. 

6. Good tool to help law graduates to prepare for interview. Better if participants can be broken into small groups to have mock interviews.

7. Extremely helpful especially for the negative feedback. Enlightening.

8. The workshop is really useful and the alumni have provided a lot of valuable advice to us. The mock interview was inspiring and we could learn a lot from it. It would be better if some of the interviewees are legal practitioners so that they can show us the proper manner for attending interview. 

9. Very helpful and practical. Well structured and organized. Would be better if there was more feedback from the mock panel, especially on shortcomings.

10. Overall the workshop provides a good overview of issues required to have careful consideration and caution.

11. Very informative and provide a good guide as to how an interview is conducted.

12. It is a very fruitful night. Real experience was drawn from the mock interview. We can have a taste of the tension and pressure of a real interview.

13. It would be better to inform us in advance who would become the interviewees.

14. May be more specific. 

15. Quite useful.

16. This workshop is very useful by providing many good advices to us for our preparation for interview with law firm. However, many students would like to testify themselves and get the advice by our alumni individually. I suggest that the idea of dividing the participants into small groups and conducting short interviews by the alumni to get their feedback should be a great idea for your consideration.
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