35th Anniversary Law Alumni Reunion Dinner Sub-committee
Members of the Sub-committee
Members of the Sub-committee comprised different generations of HKU Law Alumni. This was considered to be important as it would promote a sense of involvement and support for the function among the Law Alumni.

The Sub-committee initially comprised the following members:
Joseph Tse (LL.B. 1982) (Chairman)
Augusto da Roza (LL.B. 1973)
Francoise Lam (LL.B. 1986)
Bonnie Chan (LL.B. 1989)
Denise Chan (LL.B. 1990)
Martin Hui (LL.B. 1994)
Carmen Fung (LL.B. 2001)
Carol Chen (LL.B. 1982) (Faculty Development Officer)

Richard Wu (LL.B 1984) stood in for Carol Chen from time to time when Carol was not available. Also, when Carmen Fung went to London to do part of her training, Jessica Chan (LL.B. II), representative of the Law Association, HKUSU was co-opted as an additional member. Kenneth Kwok, S.C. (LL.B. 1972), President of the HKU Law Alumni Association (HKULAA), also actively participated in the preparatory work. Many others (including some current LL.B. students) helped organise the event.

Preparatory work of the Sub-committee
Preparation started in February 2004. The Executive Committee of the HKULAA had earlier decided that the Dinner was to be held in early December. After considering different venues (including Loke Yew Hall, major hotels and the Convention and Exhibition Centre in Wanchai), the Sub-committee decided in favour of Loke Yew Hall for the following reasons:

(a) it was free (which would halve the price of the tickets, thus encouraging more junior Law Alumni to participate);
(b) while the size and seating capacity of Loke Yew Hall is somewhat limited, it is conducive to bringing back to participants fond memories of their university days;
(c) positive feedback from fellow Law Alumni who attended the 30th Anniversary Reunion Dinner which was also held at Loke Yew Hall; and
(d) many five-star hotels had been fully booked around that time of the year. 

Catering was also one of the first matters considered by the Sub-committee. Among the few caterers authorised to provide catering at Loke Yew Hall, we asked two caterers to submit proposals to us. Joseph's Catering Service Limited (Joseph’s) was finally chosen as the caterer for the Dinner largely on the basis of their experience in providing catering at Loke Yew Hall and their helpful suggestions on the seating plan. Their pricing was similar to the other quote.

After consultation with the Executive Committee of HKULAA, the following people were invited as our honourable guests: founding teaching staff, current and former Deans of the Faculty, current heads of department of the Faculty, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong, Chief Justice, Chief Judge, Secretary for Justice, representatives of the two branches of the legal profession, Patrick S.S. Yu, one of the founders of the Faculty. Invitation letters were sent out to our honourable guests in July 2004. Subsequently, the Faculty has also invited a number of friends and supporters of the Faculty and some current teaching staff as its guests.

It was decided that the Dinner would be primarily for reunion purposes and would not be used as a fundraising exercise. Therefore, apart from sponsorship for table prizes, no other financial sponsorship was sought for the Dinner.

The Sub-committee worked closely with the Publication Sub-committee on the design of the 35th Anniversary logo to ensure that a consistent theme is used on the Dinner tickets, the Dinner programme and the signage on the stage of Loke Yew Hall. The Sub-committee also worked with the Home-coming Sub-committee and the Publication Sub-committee on the VCD photo album shown at the Dinner.

A budget was in due course submitted to the Executive Committee of HKULAA for approval, and it was subsequently decided that the price of the tickets for the Dinner would be HK$500 per person. It was also decided that a special music box playing the Law Anthem would be commissioned (with the kind permission of Winnie Tam, the author of the current Law Anthem) and sold at the Dinner together with the 35th Anniversary Publication and T-shirts.

The publicity on the Dinner was first launched through the Faculty's newsletter published in early September. An email outlining the 35th Anniversary activities was later despatched to all members of HKULAA. With the help of the Publication Sub-committee, a list of class representatives was compiled and all class representatives were contacted via email and telephone to encourage them to form tables.

As and when the Dinner was approaching, monthly meetings of the Sub-committee soon became weekly and even daily ones.

The Dinner
This was held on 4th December, 2004 (Saturday). Pre-Dinner cocktail started at 6:30 p.m. Slightly over 300 guests attended the Dinner and they were spread over 29 tables (utilising the maximum capacity of Loke Yew Hall). The dress code was smart casual. Mimmie Chan, Lo Mun Yi, Wesley Wong and Cheung Wing Leung, acting in mixed pairs, were the Masters of Ceremonies of the Dinner.

Speeches were delivered by Kenneth Kwok, S.C., President of HKULAA, Professor Tsui Lap Chee, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong and Johannes Chan, S.C., Dean of the Faculty of Law.

Departing slightly from the previous Law Alumni reunion dinners, the Sub-committee decided to introduce an element of fun in the Dinner programme. To this end, "the LA Story" and "Who Claims to be a Faculty Expert" were added to the programme this time. The former was a session during which 9 past Presidents and a couple of current office bearers of the Law Association, HKUSU were asked to share their respective experiences as such office bearers with the audience in a light-hearted manner. The latter was a game modelled on "Who Claims to be a Millionaire", although the questions were focused on matters relating to the Faculty. Robert Allcock, Cordelia Chung, Kenneth Sit, Susan Johnson, Lester Huang and Angela Ho were invited to participate in the game. These two sessions brought much laughter from the audience.

The Dinner was rounded up in the traditional manner with the signing of the Law Anthem to be followed by the Law Cheer.

Apart from some good memories of their past and a happy reunion, all participants took away from the Dinner a little surprise souvenir – a light emitting ball pen bearing the 35th Anniversary logo. Many waived it in the air as they sang the Law Anthem, which created a rather memorable scene inside Loke Yew Hall.

Feedback
Overall, we received much positive feedback from our fellow Law Alumni on the Dinner. However, dissatisfaction and disappointment was expressed over the quality of the food and service provided by the caterer. The Sub-committee has decided to make formal complaints to Joseph's and to follow up the matter with them.

Joseph Tse
Convenor
Reunion Dinner Sub-Committee
15 December 2004

