Homecoming Report

When the Law Faculty celebrated its 30th Anniversary in 1999, it hosted the first Homecoming for its alumni and friends of the faculty. It was such a great success that the Law Faculty and Law Alumni Association resolved to host another Homecoming when they started to plan the celebration programmes for the 35th Anniversary in 2003. In early 2004, a Homecoming Sub-committee was formed to work on the event. The Sub-Committee members met regularly to discuss and monitor the progress of programme preparations and they had seven meetings together.

On the 6th November 2004, the Homecoming was held in Rayson Huang Theatre. The event marked the beginning of a series of programmes to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the Law Faculty. Over 150 alumni and friends of the faculty attended the event. Many alumni brought their young children to their alma mater for the first time and the Homecoming became a reunion of different generations of a big family who had not seen each other for a long time.

Many alumni started to indulge themselves in the memory of those law school days when they listened to three current law students singing old songs like “Those were the days” and “Try to Remember”. They were only brought back to ‘reality’ by Professor Johannes Chan SC, who delivered a opening speech in his capacity as Dean of Law Faculty to welcome the alumni.

The highlight of the Homecoming was performances of law alumni from different generations, including a piano performance by Mr. Edmund Cham and Mr. Peter Fan (alumni from the 90s) , a magic show by Mr. Vincent Chen (a current law student), a muppet show by The Honorable Mr. Justice Louis Tong, Johnson Lam and Barnabas Fung (alumni from the 80s) and a talk show by Mr. Lawrence Lok SC, Mr. Mohan Bharwaney and Mr. Kumar Ramanathan (alumni from the 70s). The performances were very entertaining and all participants had a very enjoyable afternoon together. In the muppet show, for instance, fifteen children of our alumni were selected from the audience as jurors to a muppet mock trial conducted by our alumni from the 1980s (who are all High Court judges in real life). The junior jurors (most of them were around 10 years old) had to return a verdict after attending the mock trial, creating a lot of fun and laughter for the audience. In the magic show, the ‘magician’ Vincent was also successful in persuading Mr. Justice Geoffrey Ma from the audience to help with his magic performance.

The entertaining performances were followed by an inspiring speech of the Honorable Mr. Justice Patrick Chan, our alumnus from the 70s and now a Permanent Judge of the Court of Final Appeal. Mr. Moses Cheng, another law alumnus from the 70s, led the current Law Association Exco members and audience to sing the Law Anthem, which marked the end of the Homecoming.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank all alumni helping in the Homecoming Sub-Committee, including Ms. Denise Chan, The Hon Mr Justice Patrick S O Chan, Mr. Augusto Da Roza, Ms. Yeda Hong, Mr. Kenneth H W Kwok SC, Ms. Rebecca Lee and Ms. Jacklyn Ng, for their dedication and efforts in making the Homecoming a great success; and all alumni performing in the Homecoming. I would also like to thank Ms. Youn Ling and Ms. Rita Wai, our faculty staff, for their excellent works in organizing the Homecoming and dealing with the logistics. Last but not the least, I would like to thank our alumni including Ms. Cleresa Wong, Ms. Wendy Chan, Ms. Yeda Hong, Ms. Francoise Lam and Ms Carol Chen for helping in the counters selling 35th Anniversary T-shirts, publications, reunion dinner tickets and new membership applications for Law Alumni Association.

Richard Wu, 1 December 2004

