weDoCare alms 1o provide assistance for domestic abuse victims and
raise general awareness towards the issue of domestic violence In
light of the escalated occurrences since the outbreak of COVID-19, Our
project s specifically structured in accordance with this year's themes
of "community” and “resilience”™ — we hope 1o create J strengthened
community for people who have experienced domestic violence in
which they can receive long-term support for recoverding from their
unpleasant experiences. Currently, people who have gone through
domestic abuse are either not aware of the support platforms avadable
to them or refuctant 1o voice out their experiences, which is why we
want to let them know that they are not as isolated as they thought
through this progect. We also want to make the general public part
of their community to diminish any prejudice our society might have
towards domestic violence. Uitimately, we hope to develop our project
nto one that could alledate the problem of domestic violence in Hong
Kong in the long run,
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Good News from Our CLE Team

The Clinical Legal Education (CLE) Team is happy to share that in
January 2021 the CFA (Court of Finat Appeal) allowed the appeat of our
CLE's client in HKSAR v Lo Kin Sun [2021]) HKCFA 1 on the substantial
and grave injustice ground, with Me Eric Cheung and junior counsel Me
Carter Chim appearing for the client on a pro bono basls. This Is the
7th successful case which we have assisted in rectifying a miscarriage
of justice at the CFA level since the Launch of the CLE Programme in
January 2010,

In this case, Mr. Lo, being the proprietor of a small restaurant and a
man of clear record, was charged with the otfence of common assault
against an officer of the Environmental Protection Department

Although the prosecutor and the magistrate had all along persuaded
him to have the matter disposed of by way of bind-over with no criminal
conviction record, Mr. Lo refused to accept the offer as be persistently
denied having assaulted or had any physical contact with the officer

He detended the charge without any legal representation and was
convicted by the magistrate after trial, Alter spending 14 days in prison
on remand pending certain sentencing reports, he was eventually
sentenced to 4 weeks' imprisonment but suspended for 18 months.

Through his son, Mr Lo sought free legal advice from us after his
conviction and sentence. The CLE Team has decided to arrange for
pro bon legal representation to Mr. Lo for his appeal before the Court
of First Instance, which was eventually heard and dismissed in October
2018 With owr further pro bono assistance, Mr. Lo was granted leave to
appeal to the CFA In July 2020 and his appeal was eventually allowed
on 4 January 2021 at the hearing last presided by Ma CJ before his
retirement
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